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One perched on the ball on the top of each mast, while 
others took up positions in the rigging. We saw none after 
leaving New Zealand. 


Larus dominicanus. New Zealand Black-backed Gull. 

On Oct. 27, at 11 a.m., when fifteen miles off Cape Farewell 
(Cook Strait), the first of these birds flew over theship. By 
noon, off Farewell Spit, half a dozen were about us, among 
them an immature bird showing the dark terminal tail- 
band. Night fell as we passed the entrance to Wellington, 
and we saw uo more of this species until on Nov. 16 off 
Cape Curanmilla (Chile), where several came out to meet 
us. In Valparaiso harbour they are very numerous, perch- 
ing on the giant iron buoys. 


Catharacta lénnbergi. Australian Skua. 

I saw but a single example of this bird on the voyage, 
namely, on Oct. 81, in very cold weather, when it was 
blowing a gale and there had been a few snowflakes. This 
bird appears in flight as of a heavy, squat form, with 
roundish tail; the white markings near the ends of the 
wings are very noticeable. 


XXXVIII.—Report on the Birds collected by the late 
Mr. Boyd Alexander (Rifle Brigade) during his last 
Expedition to Africa.—Part I. The Birds of Princes 
Island.. By Davin A. Bannerman, B.A., M.B.O.U., 
F.R.G.S. 


Tue following paper is the first of a series which I hope 
to publish dealing with the collections made by the late 
Mr. Boyd Alexander on his last memorable expedition to 
Africa, from which, as all the world knows by now, he never 
returned. Much has been written of Boyd Alexander since 
his untimely death, which need not be recapitulated here. 
He made a great reputation for himself as an ornitholo- 
gist and explorer, and the present collections, which I have 
been privileged to work out, show that his admirable qualities 
as a collector had in no wise diminished. The birds which 
he sent home are in point of fact of exceptional value, 
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completing, as they do, his ornithological survey of all the 
islands which lie in the Gulf of Guinea, besides adding very 
materially to our knowledge of the avifauna of the Peak of 
Kamerun. 

I have divided the collections into five sections repre- 
senting the five distinct localities from which the birds 
were obtained. I propose to deal with each collection 
separately, and to publish a report* under each`of the 
following headings :— 


I. The Birds of Prince’s Island. 
If. The Birds of St. Thomas’. 
IIT. The Birds of Annobon. 
IV. The Birds collected on the Peak of Kamerun and 
immediate neighbourhood, 
V. The Birds collected in the hinterland between 
Kamerun and Abechir (French Soudan). 


In working out the birds from the three islands in the 
Gulf of Guinea, I have essayed to give acomplete list of the 
species to be met with in each island, apart from whether 
Alexander himself obtained specimens or not. At the same 
time, every example which is contained in the Alexander 
collection has been enumerated, and every species so repre- 
sented will be found marked with an asterisk. 

At Alexander’s personal request the collections with 
which I intend to deal have been presented to the British 
Museum, where they will shortly be incorporated in the 
National Collection. As already mentioned, the birds 
obtained are of very special interest, and many of the 
species, particularly those from the islands, were hitherto 
only poorly represented or altogether wanting. 

The map (text-fig. 2) which appeared in my paper on 
“ Birds from the West Coast of Africa’? (Ibis, 1912, 
p. 228) gives a good idea of the position of all the islands 
in the Gulf of Guinea and their relation to the African 
mainland. 

* As the reports are published officially on behalf of the British 


Museum, I have conformed throughout to Mr. Ogilvie-Grant’s views of 
nomenclature, as it is under his direction the papers are published, 
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Alexander had already made extensive collections in the 
island of Fernando Po, and it may uow safely be asserted 
that the British Museum possesses unrivalled material from 
the four principal islands in the Gulf of Guinea. 

I should like here to express my sincere thanks to Mr. W. 
R. Ogilvie-Grant for placing these valuable collections at 
my disposal, and for the help which he and his able assistant, 
Mr. Wells, have afforded me in preparing my report. 

To Count Salvadori I owe a debt of gratitnde for having 
already ‘‘ made the way easy.” His excellent papers cn the 
Ornis of Fernando Po, Prince’s Island, St. Thomas’, and 
Annobon, which he published in 1908, have cleared up many 
vexed questions, and I feel that. my own contributions 
are only supplementary to his careful and exhaustive 
work. 

While engaged on the first of these papers, “ The Birds of 
Prince’s Island,” in addition to Boyd Alexander’s notes I 
have particularly made use of the following works dealing 
with the Ornithology of the island :— 


Donen. P. Z. S. 1866, pp. 324-332. 

KevuLemans. Nederl. Tijdschr. v. Dierk, iii. 1866, pp. 874-401. 

Bargpoza pu BocageE. Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, xxix. 1880, pp. 71-72; 
id. (2) vii. 1903, pp. 46-52. 

Sousa, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, xlv. 1887, pp. 42-44. 

SALYADORI. Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, i. pp. 1-16, in Mem. Accad. Sci. 
Torino, 1903. 

SHELLEY. Birds of Africa, vols. i-v., 1896-1912. 

REIcHENOW. Vogel Afrikas, vols. i-iii., 1900-1905. 


Several less important papers have been referred to, but 
I have refrained from giving a bibliography, as Count 
Salvadori has already published at the end of each of his 
papers a comprehensive list dealing with the literature up 
to 1901. 

The other works dealing with the Ornis of Prince’s Island 
which have appeared since 1901] are enumerated in the 
list, the most important of which are those by Count 
Salvadori and Professor Bocage. 

While still in Prince’s Island Alexander forwarded to 


Birds of Prince’s Island. 599. 


Mr. Ogilvie-Grant the description of an apparently new 
Grey Parrot from the island, which was published in the 
Bull. B. O. C. xxiii. 1909, p. 74. This bird he proposed to 
call Psittacus princeps. It is, of course, only a geographical 
form of the African Grey Parrot Psittacus erithacus, and 
will be found in this paper under the name Psittacus erithacus 
princeps. 

Throughout this paper I have given references to Count 
Salvadori’s work on Prince’s Island which is quoted as 
Orn. Golfo d. Guinea 1., to the paper by Professor Bocage 
published in 1903, and to Captain Shelley’s ‘ Birds of 
Africa, so far as it goes. It is greatly to be regretted 
that Captain Shelley’s valuable work has not been com- 
pleted. At the present time there is not a single mono- 
graph of the Birds of Africa in the English language, 
despite the magnificent African material in the British 
Museum. 

The following eleven species I consider are almost 
certainly confined to Prince’s Island, although two or three 
have been (probably erroneously) recorded as having been 
obtained on the mainland :— 


Lamprocolius ignitus (Nordm.), 

. Dicrurus modestus Hartl. 

. Hyphantornis princeps (Bonap.). 
Linurgus rufobrunneus Gray. 

. Cinnyris hartlaubi. 

. Zosterops ficedulina Hartl. 
Speirops leucophæa (Hartl.). 
Cuphopterus dohrni Hartl. 

Turdus xanthorhynchus Salvadori. 
. Psittacus erithacus princeps Alexander. 
Haplopelia principalis (Hartl.). 
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To these must be added Estrilda astrild souse Reichw., 
which is restricted to Prince’s and St. Thomas’ Islands, and 
Turturena malherbei (Verr.) inhabiting Prince’s, St. Thomas’, 
and Annobon Islands. 

Alexander landed on Prinee’s Island on February the 
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24th, 1909, and remained until March the 23rd. He then 
proceeded, vid Fernando Po, to the mainland to commence 
his now memorable exploration of the Peak of Camaroon. 
Alexander was gifted with excellent descriptive powers, and 
as Prince’s Island, save to a very few, is not by any means 
well known, I shall make no apology for including his 
graphic notes* on the physical conditions of the island at 
the time of his visit. 

The diaries which contain Boyd Alexander’s field-notes 
on the present collections and the descriptions of the 
islands which he visited, came to light under most tragic 
circumstances, which have already been related in Mr, 
Herbert Alexander’s book He writes :—‘ When all else 
of value that he possessed had been looted by his murderers, 
the two volumes of his diary ...... were found untouched 
in a broken box upon the battlefield of Ilarné by the French, 
who, led by the warning, pressed forward and recovered 
his bones. Nearly a year afterwards the diary was handed 
over by the French authorities to Miss Macleod ..... .” 

The following account of Prince’s Island I have pieced 
together from the “ Diary of his last Journey,” to which 
I have already called attention. Although in that case 
the published notes were arranged under various dates, 
I have attempted to connect the many allusions to the 
character of the country so that some idea may be formed 
of this tropical island and the conditions under which the 
birds live. If fuller details are needed Mr, Herbert 
Alexander’s book will satisfy every requirement. 


Boyd Alexandei’s De:cription of Prince’s Island. 


The appearance of the island from the seaboard is very 
luxuriant ; the banks clothed right down to the water’s edge 
with thick forest-growth. We made our camp not far below 

* These notes have already been published in a much wider form in 
the book entitled ‘ Boyd Alexander’s last Journey’ edited by his brother, 
Mr. Herbert Alexander, and published by Edward Arnold. I am much 
indebted to Mr. Alexander for allowing.me to make use of this work, 
which, besides being a memoir, also contains Boyd Alexandey’s private 
diary of his last Journey. 
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the roça. I am close to the Papagaio River, and it comes as 
rather a surprise considering the small size of the island. 
Where we are encamped it must be quite fifteen yards in 
width. There is not much water in it, presenting now— 
February the 26th-—the appearance of a small Scottish burn. 
As I write, my camp presents a delightful picture, a pretty 
spot almost surrounded with luxuriant wood, but here and 
there, through openings in the trees towards the south, one 
catches glimpses of mountainous hills, bathed in the 
wonderful blue which only distance can give. 

At varying distances from our tents the men have con- 
structed their rough huts of palm leaf, grouped, I might 
almost say, according to the races, the Hausas in one quarter, 
the Mendies in another, but all forming an outside ring to 
the tents, and then when night comes on, each group of men 
sit -cross-legged upon the ground round brightly burning 
log fires, all in merry mood. . one perhaps amongst them 
holding forth to the others as a story-teller ..... the place 
looks more like a native settlement thanacamp. Two days 
collecting gave us nearly all the known species here. We 
are collecting on an average fifteen birds a day, and José * 
is working very well. 

This portion of the island is very well cultivated, but 
there are still a few patches here and there of forest 
growth. The fruit consists of bananas and oranges, which 
are rather sour, and avocado pears. A great deal of land 
where we are has been cleared, that is to say, tall forest 
trees left here and there, but the ground underneath 
shorn of everything for the planting of cocoa, so the island 
in many parts has been bereft of its forestial beauty, 


* José Lopez—Alexander’s faithful Portuguese collector, who had 
been in his service for 13 years and accompanied him on all his important 
expeditions. José, I regret to say, died in West Africa in 1912 of 
blackwater fever while on an expedition with Captain J. J. Brocklebank. 
From all accounts he must have been the very model of a collector. 
Many hundreds of skins, now in the British Museum, bear testimony to 
his skill asa taxidermist; while his powers of organisation and his 
skilful. handling of the carriers contributed in no small degree to the 
success of Alexander’s many expediticns.—D, A. B. 
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which it must have possessed at one time. The steep 
valleys must have looked extremely rich when clothed in 
masses of tropical foliage, but now all is laid bare, and the 
course of every stream can be traced. 

The island is remarkably well watered; streams of 
sparkling clearness are found in nearly every valley. The 
two big streams are the Papagaio and another corresponding 
to it which flows down the other side of the mountain into 
West Bay. 

On March the 4th, I left to make a camp on a high ridge- 
like plateau close to the Peak. This ridge is very narrow 
and falls down abruptly to the north, and to the south one 
looks down into a steep valley, on the other side of which 
rises the big hill covered with thick forest growth. By 
my aneroid the height of the ridge is about 1800 feet. 

Looking to the north there is a splendid view over the 
greater portion of the island, I should say at least two-thirds 
of it. The whole of this is undulating and thickly covered 
with trees, except where the wood has been thinned out for 
the cocoa plantations. The harbour is of remarkable form, 
cutting deep into the northern end of the island. I might 
liken it to the wide estuary of a river. The remaining 
third of the island—the ridge where my camp is now, 
marking its northern boundary—is the mountainous portion 
of the island. Here there are one or two peaks of remark- 
able shape ; Papagaio itself is like the top of a pepper-castor. 
Here and there round its side the bare volcanic stone can be 
seen, too steep for tree-growth, but everywhere else_it is 
thickly clothed with trees. Then there is the Carriote, a 
bare pillar of stone, and a small edition of the Dog-Peak on 
San Thomé. ‘The island, however, is nothing like so 
mountainous as San Thomé, which is a mass of wooded hills 
and mountains. 

Since we have been on the island there has been very 
little rain, now and again a sharp fall at night or early in the 
morning or towards evening, and generally coming from the 
north. The thickly wooded nature of the mountain raised 
my hopes of getting some interesting species, but my wishes 


Birds of Prince’s Island. 603 


were not realised. I found wonderful forest-growth on the 
hill, and though I had a path cut almost to the top 
to facilitate my collecting work, I was not rewarded. 
It was quite sad to find all this fine forest absolutely devoid 
of bird-life—nothing but silence or subdued tones every- 
where. 

On March the 9th I left for a large roça called Sundy, 
situated in the north of the island, aud arrived there on the 
10th. In this portion of the island there is much forest- 
growth, that contains many swampy, sluggish streams, 
reminding one very much of the Congo forest, It is as 
silent as the grave, and there is no bird-life. 

The island is being rapidly opened up with light tramways 
to all the plantations ; the average amount of cocoa produced 
on the island in the year is 120,000 bags of 112 lbs. each. 
The planters tell me they confidently hope to double this 
output when all the tram-lines are completed. 

On March the 17th I left for West Bay, where there is 
another large roca. We passed through it and made our 
camp a mile or so to the south. On the 19th I left by a 
short cut across the hills.to our old camp, at the base of 
the Papagaio. The road which we followed to cross the 
hills, though much overgrown, is a wonderful piece of 
engineering. 

We left our camp on March the 23rd, and arrived about 
2 o'clock at the Port. 


1. Lamprocolius splendidus. 

Lamprocolius splendidus (Vieill.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo 
d. Guinea, i. 1903, p. 9. 

Lamprotornis splendidus Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1908, 
p. 49; Shelley, Birds of Africa, v. 1906, p. 65, pl. xlv. 

This Starling is recorded from Prince’s Island by Dohrn, 
who says that it is very rare and frequents the same 
localities as Lamprocolius ignitus. It is also mentioned 
by Keulemans. 

Neither Fea nor Boyd Alexander appear to have seen it 
on Princes Island, which, however, is not surprising. The 


604 Mr. D. A. Bannerman on the 


range of Lamprocolius splendidus is very wide, extending from 
Camaroon to Angola and eastwards across central Africa. 
Both Salvadori and Bocage consider that the existence of 
this species on Prince’s Island as a resident requires cou- 
firmation. 


2. *Lamprocolius ignitus. 

Lamprocolius ignitus (Nordm.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo 
d. Guinea, i. 1903, p. 8; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
p. 49. 

Lamprotornis ornatus (Daud.) ; Shelley, Birds of Africa, v. 
1906, p. 64. 

a-d. 6 ļ ad. et imm.. 27.11.09. 

e. 3 ade 28. 11. 09. 

f. & ad. D ti OD: 

This very beautiful glossy Starling is almost certainly 
restricted to Prince’s Island. It is said by Dohrn to live 
in high trees and to be very common in the high parts of 
the interior, where it is seldom disturbed. The bird has 
been recorded from Senegal, St. Thomas’, Gaboon, and 
Angola! Sharpe (Cat. Birds, xiii. pp. 174-5), Shelley 
and Salvadori (vide supra) consider these localities to be 
erroneously applied to this species. 

On Prince’s Island Alexander found it everywhere in the 
vicinity of his camp near the Papagaio River. 


3. *Dicrurus modestus. 

Dicrurus modestus Hartl.; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
. 1908, p. 4; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 48. ~ 

a,b. 9 ad. 26.11.09. 

c-e. g8 ļ ad. 27.11.09. 

| Iris claret-red.—B. Alexander.] 

This Drongo is distinguished from all the other west 
African species by its heavy bill and larger size. Moreover, 
it is confined to Prince’s Island, and there is therefore no 
excuse for confusing it with birds from the mainland. 
This species has been erroneously recorded from Liberia, 
but the specimen in question, as 1 have already pointed out 
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(Ibis, 1912, p. 231), ought probably to be referred to 
Dicrurus assimilis atactus. 

The Prince’s Island Drongo is said by Dohrn to be very 
indolent during the day and to show a great ability in the 
imitation of other bird’s notes. Keulemans gives a long 
description of its habits (Nederl. Tijd. Dierkunde, iii. 1866, 
p. 378). 


4. *Nigrita bicolor brunnescens. 

Nigrita bicolor (Hartl.); Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lishoa, 1903, 
p. 49; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, i. 1903, p. 7. 

Nigrita brunnescens Reichw.; Shelley, Birds of Africa, iv. 
1905, p. 140. 

a. 9. ad. 5.11.09. 

bad. 8.1.09. 

Boyd Alexander obtained two examples of this little 
Weaver-Finch on Prince’s Island which he evidently con- 
sidered would prove to be a new species. The fact is duly 
recorded in his diary, which is published in book-form 
(‘Boyd Alexander’s last Journey,’ p. 95). As a matter of 
fact, the bird is undoubtedly referable to N. b. brunnescens 
and had already been obtained on Prince’s Island by Dohrn 
(P.Z.S. 1866, p. 828). Curiously enough, Dr. Hartlaub 
wrongly identified this bird as Nigrita bicolor, which he 
himself had named. Dohrn, in the paper cited above, 
appears to have noted the differences between the Prince’s 
Island bird and Hartlaub’s description of N. bicolor, but 
nevertheless referred it to this species. 

The Southern Chestnut-breasted Negro-Finch is evidently 
a rare bird on Prince’s Island. Dohrn notes that it is 
uncommon, and Keulemans found it to be “of a solitary, 
shy nature, frequenting the rivulets and mountain streams, 
disappearing quickly into the rank vegetation when disturbed. 
Its song resembles that of the Yeliow Hammer (Emberiza 
citrinella).” Alexander himself mentions that it is a rare 
bird. The two specimens sent home were obtained on a 
high ridge close to the Peak, ai av elevation of about 
1860 feet. 

Sen) X.—VOL, II. 28 
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5. Quelea erythrops. 

Quelea erythrops (Hartl.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
i. 1903, p. 8; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 49 ; Shelley, 
Birds of Africa, iv. 1905, p. 117. 

In the days when Dohrn and Keulemans visited Prince’s 
Island (about 1865), the Dark-throated Red-headed Dioch 
was commonly seen in swarms of from thirty to eighty 
birds in a flock, often in company with S. cucullatus. 

Keulemans records that this species was found breeding 
on Prince’s Island from June to September. 

Count Salvadori notes in his paper that it is very sin- 
gular that Fea did not meet with this species when he 
collected on the island in 190]. Boyd Alexander likewise 
failed to secure specimens, and does not mention Q. ery- 
throps in any of his notes referring to this island. The 
type locality of this species is St. Thomas’ Island,. but, 
as is well known, the bird has an extensive range on the 
mainland. 


6. *Spermestes cucullatus. 

Spermestes cucullatus (Swains.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo 
d. Guinea, i. 1903, p. 8; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
p. 50; Shelley, Birds of Africa, iv. 1905, p. 167. 

a-c. G ad. 6.11.09. 

d. & ad. fut. 09: 

According to Keulemans (wide Shelley), Swainson’s 
Bronze Mannikin is an exceedingly plentiful species on 
Prince’s Island. It is evidently marvellously prolific, 
judging from Keulemans’ account, for he mentions ‘ one 
pair which produced seven broods during the year with an 
average of six young ones”! The same observer notes 
that they fall an easy prey to the Wood-Kingfisher (Halcyon 
dryas), which “sweep up the young birds in their bills one 
after another ” ! 

Spermestes cucullatus is not by any means confined to 
Prince’s Island, but has a wide distribution in equatorial 
Africa. In the Gulf of Guinea Islands it is also found on 
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St. Thomas’, but has not yet extended its range to Annobon. 
In Fernando Po its place is taken by Spermestes poensis. 


7. Estrilda astrild sousæ. 

Estrilda astrild (Linn.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
i. 1903, p. 7; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 50. 

Estrilda astrild souse Reichenow, Vig. Afr. iii. 1904, 
p- 182. 

Estrilda occidentalis souse Shelley, Birds of Africa, iv. 
1905, p. 200. 

Dr. Reichenow has described the Waxbill from St. Thomas’ 
Island as a geographical race, and to this form doubtless 
belong the birds which have been obtained on Prince’s 
Island. Reichenow characterises this subspecies as follows: 
“Similar to Æ. a. minor with clear white cheeks, but the 
ground-colour of the upperside somewhat greyer and 
paler.” 

Unfortunately, Alexander did not succeed in obtaining 
any specimens of this Waxbill on Prince’s Island, and the 
single example which he procured on St. Thomas’ is in- 
sufficient to determine whether a race founded on such 
slight characters is worth keeping up. 

Captain Shelley entered Æ. a. souse as a subspecies of 
E. occidentalis; while Boyd Alexander, in his excellent 
paper on the “ Birds of Fernando Po” (Ibis, 1903, p. 353), 
stated that he was unable to find any constant characters 
to separate E. minor from E. occidentalis, 

When Dr. Reichenow described the present subspecies, 
it would have simplified matters if he had compared E. a. 
souse with E. a. astrild—the typical species—instead of 
with the east African subspecies Æ. a. minor. In any 
case, the differences which exist between E. a. souse and 
E. a. occidentalis, the resident form from the island of 
Fernando Po and the neighbouring coast of Africa, should 
have been clearly explained. Lack of material from 
St. Thomas’ and Prince’s Islands prevents my doing so 
in the present paper. 

282 
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Curiously enough, Dohrn does not mention any Estrilda 
as inhabiting the island during his visit. Keulemans, on 
the other hand, found a few ocasionally in company with 
the Spermestes. The natives had no special name for this 
bird, so that we may assume it was not by any means 
plentiful. Keulemans appears to have seen many more on 
St. Thomas’ than he did on Prince’s Island. 


8. *Hyphantornis princeps. 

Hyphantornis princeps (Bonap.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo 
d. Guinea, i. 1903, p. 7. 

Symplectes princeps Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
p. 50. 

Xanthophilus princeps Shelley, Birds of Africa, iv. 1905, 
p. 468, pl. xlii. fig. 2. 

a. $ ad. 27.0.09. No. 3. Wing 83 mm. (rather 
worn). 

bac | 9 | ads 28.11. 09; Nolo SORET 

@ e Pel ah nO No D o 84 4, 

a6 |? | ad. 28.11.0925 Nowa ST 

e. g imm. 26.11.09. No.6. 3 33 05 

f. & ad. 7.11.02 Now D o 39°75; 

It appears that the sex in several of the above-mentioned 
specimens has been wrongly determined by the collector. 
The males can be distinguished at a glance by the rufous 
crown and by the absence of any white on the belly. The 
immature male example (specimen e) has the rufous mark- 
ings of the head and sides of the neck just appearing. - In 
other respects the plumage is similar to that of the adult bird, 
but less brilliant. Much confusion has taken place over the 
distribution of this species. Sharpe, in the ‘ Catalogue of 
Birds,’ xiii. p. 449, gives the range as “ West Africa from 
Lagos to Gaboon and the interior of the Congo State, 
Prince’s Island.” Apparently Sharpe founded his remarks 
on Hartlaub (Orn. W. Afr. p. 134), while a specimen is also 
said to have been obtained in Angola and’ to be in the 
Philadelphia Museum. Cassin (Pr. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phil, 
1855, p. 439) mentions another example in the Muscum of 
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the Philadelphia Academy said to have been procured in 
Lagos by Mr. J. L. Burt. 

With regard to this example, I wrote to Mr. Witmer 
Stone, who is in charge of the Museum, and asked him to 
examine the skin meutioned by Cassin. This he has very 
kindly done, and writes as follows :—“ I have examined the 
specimen of Symplectes princeps referred to by Cassin, and 
it appears to be a male of that species. Unfortunately, we 
have no other authentic S. princeps for comparison, but it 
agrees accurately with the description in the ‘ Catalogue 
of Birds,’ except that the wing measures 3°5 instead of 
3‘4 inches. I am, however, by no means willing to accept 
the locality ‘Lagos’ without serious question. Dr. Burt 
(the collector) was a surgeon in the U.S. Navy, and as the 
specimen bore no original label, the locality was evidently 
supplied by Cassin from memory, and the possibility of con- 
fusing localities would be very great; therefore I have no 
doubt that Count Salvadori is correct in his surmise as to 
its distribution.” I should like here to thank Mr. Witmer 
Stone for the trouble he has taken on my behalf. Count 
Salvadori expressed the opinion in his paper in 1903 (vide 
supra) that this Weaver-Finch is confined to Prince’s Island, 
and in this conclusion I certainly agree with him. Shelley 
shared this view and gives a figure of the male in his ‘ Birds 
of Africa,’ pl. xli. fig. 2. 

Of the habits of this Weaver-bird, both Dohrn and 
Keulemans have supplied uotes. The former writes :— 
“I observed them building nests and hatching in May, aud 
again in June. ... Their nest is always attached to the end 
of long and thin branches or leaves of a palm-tree. It forms 
a cone 15 to 18 inches long and about 9 or 10 inches in 
diameter at the base; the small aperture is underneath. ... 
The eggs are two in number and light blue.” Shelley has 
the following note supplied by Keulemans :—“ The species 
is common in all parts of the island. ... These Weavers 
breed two or three times in the year. The eggs, four or 
five in number, are pale blue.” 
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9. *Linurgus rufobrunneus. 

Buserinus rufilatus Hartlaub, P. Z. S. 1866, p. 328; 
Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 50. 

Linurgus rufobrunneus G. R. Gray; Shelley, Birds of 
Africa, iii. 1902, p. 172 ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
i. 1903, p. 6. 

a-d. 6 Gad. 5.11.09. 

e. 2 ad. 8. 11. 09. 

Arab 0: in, OFF 

This species is confined to Prince’s Island, its place being 
taken on the island of St. Thomas by Linurgus thomensis. 
The representative of the genus on Fernando Po and the 
adjoining mainland—Linurgus olivaceus—is entirely dif- 
ferent from both these forms in the style of the 
colouring. 

Dohrn considered it to be a rare bird, confined to a very 
restricted locality of the West Bay, where it lived in bushy 
uncultivated places. 


10. *Cinnyris hartlaubi. 

Cyanomitra hartlaubi (Verr.) ; Shelley, Birds of Africa, 
ii. 1900, p. 135. 

Cinnyris hartlaubi Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, i. 
1903, p. 4; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 48. 


To E ade. 5.111, 09: é,f. & mab 10. 11509; 
6.9.  6.iii. 09. g. dimm. 1l.iii. 09. 
c. g ad. 8.11.09. © h. § imm. 15.10.09. 


d.16 20.) Oai O 

The type-specimen of C. hartlaubi (ex Verreaux Coll.) 
is said to have been obtained in Angola (Hartlaub, Orn. 
W. Afr. p. 50). Unfortunately, the localities of Verreaux 
skins cannot be relied upon, and it is now almost certain 
that C. hartlaubi is confined to Prince’s Island. No speci- 
mens haye ever been taken on the mainland as far as 
we know. 

This species is said by Messrs. Dohrn & Keulemans to 
be fairly common all over the island except in the dense 
forest, where its place is taken by C, obscurus. Apparently 
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it breeds all the year round, for Kewemans saw young 
birds in every month of the year. A long description of 
the habits of this Sunbird is given by Capt. Shelley in his 
‘ Birds of Africa,’ 

Specimen g in Boyd Alexander’s collection is almost 
adult, but has not yet obtained the metallic violet-shaded 
blue throat and breast, which are dull sooty-grey. 

Specimen / is a younger male, with the underparts bright 
olive-yellow. 

Specimen J is apparently a young female and has the 
entire underparts grey, becoming yellowish on the belly. 
The upperparts are rather bright green, and the tail, which 
is brown, becoming light towards the tip, is widely margined 
on the outer web with green. 


11. *Cinnyris obscurus. 

Cyanomitra obscura (Jard.) ; Shelley, Birds of Africa, ii. 
1900, p. 125. 

Cinnyris obscurus Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, i. 
1908, p. 5 ; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 48. 

a. dad. 6.11.09. 

This Sunbird is a common west African form, ranging 
from Liberia to Angola. It is plentiful on Fernando Po 
and also occurs in Prince’s Island, where it is said by 
Keulemans to be confined to dense forest, and is, in 
consequence, seldom seen. It frequents high trees in the 
forest and is rarely seen near the ground. 

A good account of the bird’s habits on Prince’s Island is 
given in Shelley’s ‘ Birds of Africa’ on the authority of 
Keulemans. It is doubtless resident in the island. 

Dohrn notes that this species lives in higher regions than 
C. hartlaubi, l 


12. *Zosterops ficedulina. 

Zosterops ficedulina Hartlaub, P. Z.S. 1866, p. 327; 
Shelley, Birds of Africa, ii- 1900, p. Iss, pl. vim. iganik 
Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, i. 1903, p. 5; Bocage, 
Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 49. 
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feo ad, see, ile Qos 

b. F ad. Bo ui oe 

ed. @ Qad. den m OE} 

This White-eye is confined to Prince’s Island, where it is 
said to frequent the hilly parts of the interior. 

The specimen mentioned by Shelley (Birds of Africa, ii. 
p. 186) as having been obtained in “ St. Thomas’ Island,” 
is said by Salvadori to be a new species, which he named 
Zosterops fee. 


13. *Speirops leucophea. 

Speirops leucophea (Hartl.) ; Shelley, Birds of Africa, i. 
1900, p. 203, pl. vill. fig. 2. 

Parinia leucophea Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d, Guinea, i. 
1908, p. 5; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 49. 

@ 6 ad. 27.11. 09. 

b-e. 3 9 ad. 28.11.09. 

J-9. 3. 4. 111. 09. 

lo Go Poiti O9. 

The above series, obtained by Boyd Alexander, are in 
freshly moulted plumage. There appears to be no difference 
between the sexes either in size or in the colour of the 
plumage. 

Dohrn has the following notes on the nidification of this 
species :—‘‘ The nest, composed of fine grasses and attached 
to two branches with the silk of moths, is comparatively 
small, no more than 3°6 inches in diameter and 2°4 inches 
in depth. The birds hatch in June and July ; the eggs are 
two in number and white in colour.” Dohrn remarks that 
the birds live in small flocks in restricted localities. 

Speirops leucophea was originally described by Hartlaub 
(Orn. W. Afr. p. 71) from a bird in the Verreaux collection, 
said to have been obtained in Gaboon by Du Chaillu. 

It seems doubtful if Gaboon is the correct locality from 
which the original specimen was obtained, and Count 
Salvadori considers that the bird is probably confined to 
Prince’s Island and is not found in Gaboon. 

Shelley could not discover any further eyidence of this 
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species having been obtained in Gaboon, and he aiso con- 
sidered the bird to be found only on Prince’s Island. 


14. *Cuphopterus dohrni. 

Cuphopterus dohrni Hartlaub, P. Z. S. 1866, p. 826, 
pl. xxxiv.; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 1. 1908, p. 4 ; 
Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 48. 

a—c. 3 9 ad. 28.11.09. 

d-e. 8 ļ ad. ` 4. iii. 09. 

Je 2 ads 5. iii, 09. 

Ga cae. 19. iii. 09. 

Alexander obtained a series of beautiful skins of this 
Wood-Shrike, but he unfortunately has no field-notes 
referring to this bird. Dohrn, who was the original dis- 
coverer of this species, notes that “They build thcir nests 
in the beginning of June among bushes, about four to eight 
feet above the ground .... about 4 inches in diameter and 
2°75 inches deep. The female lays two eggs, dirty white, 
spotted with brown. The song is like that of Sylvia cinerea 
but louder and somewhat sharper.” 

The sexes are alike. 

Cuphopterus dohrni is also said to occur in Gaboon, but 
there seems to be considerable doubt whether this is 
actually the case. In the British Muscum there is an adult 
bird (ex Verreaux Collection) labelled “ Afrique occidentale 
(Gabon).” Another example in the British Museum which 
is apparently referable to this species, is a very badly 
preserved skin said to have been obtained at Eloby, Gaboon 
(ex coll. H. Ansell). 

Personally I suspect that C. dohrni will be found. to 
inhabit Prince’s Island only. 


15. Turdus xanthorhynchus +. 

Turdus xanthorhynchus Salvadori, Boll. Mus. Torino, 
No. 414, 1901, p. 2; Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, i. 1903, p. 6; 
Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 48. 

This Thrush is evidently very uncommon ‘on Prince’s 


t I have not had an opportunity of examining a specimen of this new 
Thrush. 
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Island, where it was discovered by Fea in 1901, although 
Dohrn had already suspected the occurrence of some member 
of the Turdidz during his residence on the island. 

Count Salvadori describes the bird as similar to T. 
olivaceofuscus Hartl., but smaller, with a yellow bill and 
pale-coloured feet, the dusky outer margins of the feathers 
of the belly broader, and the pre-pectoral band not all one 
colour but composed of feathers white in the middle and 
with broad dusky margins. Above dark olivaceous, nearly 
uniform, below white ; the feathers of the throat spotted 
with dusky, those of the belly broadly fuscous. The under 
wing-coverts pale rufous. 

Signor Fea noted that it was not common and seemed to 
be entirely confined to the western coast of the island. He 
only succeeded in obtaining a single adult example. 

Although Count Salvadori assigns specific rank to this 
Thrush, it would appear to be merely an insular representative 
of Turdus olivaceofuscus which is confined to St. Thomas’. 
Boyd Alexander obtained five specimens of the latter in 
St. Thomas’, but he unfortunately did not meet with the 
new geographical race on Prince’s Island. His remarks are 
instructive as showing the extreme rarity of this island 
Thrush, and I therefore quote the following passages from 
the ‘ Diary of his Last Journey,’ pp. 95, 87 :— 

“ March 4th, Prince’s Island... . The remaining third of 
the island—the ridge where my camp is now, marking its 
northern boundary—is the mountainous portion of the 
island....The thickly wooded nature of the mountain 
raised my hopes of getting some interesting species, in- 
cluding Turdus wanthorhynchus, the Thrush obtained by Fea, 
but my hopes were not realised. I found wonderful forest- 
growth on the hill, and although I had a path cut almost to 
the top to facilitate my collecting work, I was not rewarded. 

“ March 17th. Left for West Bay, where there is another 
large roca. We passed through it and made ourcamp a mile 
or two to the south. I had hopes of finding here the new 
Thrush, T. wanthorhynchus, found here by Fea; but constant 
searching in all the likely localities proved fruitless. I can- 
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not help thinking there must be some mistake about this 
bird, or otherwise it must be a very rare species.” 

From the above remarks it will be gathered that Turdus 
o. canthorhynchus is a very shy and retiring bird, and, if a 
genuine resident on the island is even more locaily distributed 
than Signor Fea imagined to be the case. I do not myself 
doubt that the Thrush is to be found there, although it may 
be many years before another example is obtained. 


16. Saxicola rubetra. 

Pratincola rubetra (Linn.); Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i. 1903, p. 6; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
p. 49. 

The Stonechat has been recorded from Prince’s Island by 
Keulemans (Nederl. Tijdschr. Dierk. 1. 1866, p. 391). 


17. Delichon urbica. 

Chelidon urbica (Linn.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinca, 
i, 1903, p. 4; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 48. 

Evidently a very rare and accidental migrant. 

Keulemans obtained a single example of the House- Martin 
on Princes’s Island in January. The skin was not preserved, 
but Keulemans seemed perfectly certain of the correct 
identification. The House-Martin does not appear to 
migrate down the west coast south of Gaboon. In fact, the 
above example seems to be the only record from the Gulf 
of Guinea. D. urbica is said to be common in Senegal in 
winter, and I have in certain years seen numbers passing 
through the Canary Islands on their way north during the 
spring migration. They do not appear to pass through 
Sierra Leone according to Kelsall. 


18. Cotile cincta. 

Cotyle eques Hartlaub, P. Z. 8. 1866, p. 325. 

Cotile cincta (Bodd.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
i, 1903, p. 4; Bocage, Jorn. Sc. Lisboa, 1903, p. 48. 

It is quite possible that Cotile cincta may be found in 
Prince’s Island throughout the year. Both Dohrn and 
Keulemans found it to be rare acar the coast, but the latter 
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records, on the authority of the natives, that it lives all 
through the year in the high mountains in the interior of 
the island. 

The Brown-Collared Sand-Martin has an extensive range 
in Tropical Africa. 


19. *Chrysococcyx smaragdineus. 

Chrysococcyx smaragdineus (Swains.); Salvadori, Orn. 
Golfo d. Guinea, i. 1903, p. 11; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 
1903, p. 47 ; Bannerman, Ibis, 1912, p. 244. 

a. gad. 12.11.09. 

Dohrn remarks “ These birds live during the dry scason 
(from April to September) in the southern mountainous 
parts.” The birds are probably resident in the island 
throughout the year. 


20. *Micropus affinis. 

Cypselus affinis G. R. Gray; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i. 1903, p. 9; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
p. 47. 

a. Gad. 26.11.09. 

G6 a0. | 2.1109, 

According to Keulemans this Swift is found all over the 
island, and apparently breeds in April and May. 

Dohrn found it common in the neighbourhood of the 
town. 

This Swift is also an inhabitant of St. Thomas’, but docs 
not appear to visit Fernando Po or the little island of 
Annobon. It has a very wide distribution in Africa. . 


21. Coracias garrula. 

Coracias garrula Linn. ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
i. 1908, p. 10; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 47. 

The Common Roller has occurred in Prince’s Island, where 
Keulemans obtained two specimens. It is probably a scarce 
migrant in winter. 


22. Ceryle rudis. 

Ceryle rudis (Linn.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, i. 
1903, p. 9; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 47. 

An example of the Pied Kingfisher was obtaincd in 
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Prince’s Island in the month of March 1887, on the 
Papagaio River, and is recorded by Sousa in the Jorn. Sci. 
Lisboa, 1887, p. 42, as having been obtained by Newton. 
As the local name of the Kingfisher is included in his 
account, it would appear that the natives of Prince’s Island 
are familiar with the bird and that the above recorded 
specimen can hardly have been a stray migrant. 

Neither Dohrn, Keulemans, Fea, nor Alexander appear 
to have seen any signs of another example. It has probably 
ceased to exist as a resident on the island. 


23. *Corythornis galerita. 

Alcedo ceruleocephala Gmel.; Dohrn, P. Z. S. 1866, p. 325. 

Corythornis galerita (P. L. S. Miull.); Salvadori, Orn. 
Golfo d. Guinea, i. 1903, p. 9. 

Corythornis ceruleocephala Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 
1908, p. 47. 

a-d. 3 Q ad. 28.11.09. 


eo ad. 2.111. 09. 
f. dad. ‘11. iii. 09. 
g. & ad. 12. iii. 09. 


A specimen in the British Museum from Loanda does not 
appear to differ in any way from examples from Prince’s 
Island. 

A few notes on the habits of this little Kingfisher are 
supplied by Dohrn, who says that it is common on the shore, 
but on a few occasions single birds were seen flying about 
in the interior of the island. He remarks that it is a lively 
species. Keulemans found it common in the large river 
near the town of San Antonio, and noted that its food con- 
sisted of fishes and water-insects. 


24, *Haleyon dryas. 
Halcyon dryas Hartl.; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
i. 1908, p. 10; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1908, p. 47. 

a-c. 6 9 ad. et imm. 26.11.09. 

d-f. 8 9 ad. 27.11.09. 

g. g ad. 28. 11. 09. 

h-i. g 2 ad.etimm. 2.111. 09. 

ae 15 10.00, 
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Halcyon dryas is found on all the islands in the Gulf of 
Guinea, with the exception of Annobon. On the mainland 
the Wood-Kingfisher appears to be confined to Gaboon. 

In Prince’s Island it is a plentiful species, living in the 
woods in the neighbourhood of streams. 


25. *Psittacus erithacus princeps. 

Psittacus princeps Alexander, Bull. B. O.C. xxiii. 1909, 
p. 74; Alexander, ‘Boyd Alexander’s Last Journey,’ 1912, 
pp. 92-93. 

Psittacus erithacus Linn.; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
. 1903, p. 10 ; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 46. 

aso. S h 28.11.09. 

G Oo ade 29. -ii. 09. 

dog: 1.11.09. Type of the species. (Breeding:) 

es Yad. 4. iii. 09. 

fo? Saad: 5.111. 09. 

0,0. Gar ad. 8. 11,09; 

Us 2 ak 11. 11, 09: 

k. 3 ad. 13. ii. 09. 

(o S ive 18. iii. 09. 

m. g ad. 20.11.09 (breeding). Shot out of a pair. 

A description of this Parrot appeared in the Bulletin of the 
B.O. C. where it is characterised as follows :—“ Adult male 
and female. Similar to P. erithacus Linn., but larger and 
darker. Entire upper- and underparts very dark grey, 
almost blackish; feathers, especially of the underparts, 
edged with dark blue, giving the bird, when viewed in 
certain lights, the appearance of being strongly washed 
with inky blue.” 

Boyd Alexander’s original remarks in his diary con- 
cerning this Parrot may be of interest. He writes :—“If 
nothing has been done sincé Salvadori’s paper published in 
1903, this is a new Parrot. It is a remarkable bird, and is 
quite distinct from P. erithacus. It is very much darker, 
both on the upper and lower parts, the feathers, especially of 
the latter, edged with dark blue, which give to the body, when 
viewed in certain lights, the appearance of being strongly 


do 
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washed with inky blue.” The only notes on the soft parts 
refer to the eye, which in the adult is “ yellow” or “ pale 
orange-yellow,” and in the juvenile specimen “grey.” 
Alexander’s further notes on this species have already been 
published in the book written by his brother, Mr. Herbert 
Alexander, entitled ‘ Boyd Alexander’s Last Journey,’ from 
which I have culled the following :—“ .... The bird 
which this island is most noted for is the Grey Parrot. 
Though still fairly numerous, this bird has no doubt de- 
creased, owing to the forest land being gradually converted 
into cocoa-plantations, and the planters shoot a good many 
for eating. Keulemans, in his time out here (1865), 
reckoned them in thousands. ... in its habits and manner 
of flight, etc., one would put it down to the West African 
species (Psittacus erithacus), and that is how I think it has 
escaped the attention of former naturalists who have visited 
this island.” 

In the original description of this Parrot the measure- 
ments are given as, 

** Male. Wing, 235-238 mm.; tail, 100-114. 

Female. Wing, 230-235 mm.; tail, 105.” 

This is obviously incorrect, as the bird is stated to be 
larger than P. erithacus erithacus, of which the wing- 
measurement of specimens in the British Museum from the 
the Gold Coast, Gaboon, Angola, and Uganda vary from 
233-256 mm. 

I have therefore carefuliy measured every specimen of 
P. e. princeps which Alexander obtained, and the correct 
wing-measurements are as follows :— 

6 adult males, 240-253 mm.; average, 244 mm. 

5 adult females, 225-250 mm.; average, 234 mm. 

(The type-specimen [No. 10, g, 1.iii, 09] has the wing 
measuring 240 mm.) 

It will be seen, therefore, that the Prince’s Island birds, 
although probably on an average larger than the birds from 
the neighbouring coast, are equalled and even surpassed in 
the length of the wing by examples from Uganda. 

I have “kept up” this subspecies as I consider that it is 
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generally darker throughout than P. e. erithacus, but it must 
be remembered that birds from the mainland often exhibit 
considerable variation in this respect. It will probably be 
found that there are several races of this Parrot in Africa, 
aud, indeed, Dr. Hartert has already separated the bird 
from the Congo which he has named P. e. megarhynchus 
(vide Kat. Senckenb. Mus. 1891, p. 157), on account of 
its large bill. 

P. erithacus timneh Fraser, from Sierra Leone and Liberia, 
seems to be a perfectly distinct form, but I have not 
sufficient material to enable me to review the geographical 
races of the Grey Parrot which quite possibly exist. 

I cannot separate birds from Fernando Po from specimens 
from Prince’s Island. 


26. Agapornis pullaria. 

Agapornis pullaria (Linn.); Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i. 1903, p. 11; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
p. 46. 

Keulemans occasionally found small flocks of these parrots 
in the most deserted parts of the island, but says that they 
are rare and very shy. Dohrn, in his paper, notes that the 
species is said to occur on the island, but that he never 
observed it himself. This is the common “ Love-bird” of 
the West Coast, and has a wide distribution in Tropical 
Africa. It is an inhabitant of both Fernando Po and 
St. Thomas’ in the Gulf of Guinea. 

It would appear doubtful whether it is still found on 
Prince’s Island as none of the recent collectors have obtained 
it. As it is avery favourite cage bird it is, doubtless, often 
imported. 


27. Phaéthon lepturus. 

Phaéthon ethereus Linn.; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i. 1903, p. 15. 

Phaéthon candidus Temm.; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 
1903, p. 52. 

Alexander evidently did not meet with the Tropic-bird on 
Prince’s Island. Keulemans notes that it is “ sometimes 
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seen.” Dohrn saw this bird a few times flying about the 
coast of the island. 

Count Salvadori is not sure that the species of Tropic- 
bird recorded from Prince’s Island has been correctly de- 
termined, and thinks that it may prove to be P. candidus 
(=P. lepturus Daud.}, to which form it was doubtfully 
referred by Keulemans. 

I have not any specimens from Prince’s Island, but Boyd 
Alexander obtained four Tropic-birds from the Ilha das 
Cabras (off St. Thomas’ Island) which prove to be P. lep- 
turus, and there are two examples in the British Museum 
from the same locality belonging to this species, 

We may therefore safely assume that it was Phaéthon 
lepturus which Dohrn and Keulemans saw in the neighbour- 
hood of Prince’s Island, and not P. ethereus. Apparently 
it has never yet been recorded as breeding anywhere on 
Prince’s Island. 

While dealing with this species it may be as well to 
remark that Phaéthon lepturus has, in adult specimens, the 
entire plumage washed with pale salmon-colour. Although 
this salmon-tint is not nearly so strong as the apricot tinge 
in freshly killed examples of P. fulvus, yet it is very striking, 
and the general colour of the plumage of P. lepturus is 
therefore not always “ pure white,” which is the character 
given for this species in the key on p. 451 of the ‘ Catalogue 
of Birds,’ vol. xxvi. 

The four skins obtained by Boyd Alexander in 1909 have 
now lost very little of their beautiful pink colouring. 


28. Sula sula. 

Sula leucogastra (Bodd.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i. 1908, p. 15; Bocage, Jorn, Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
p. 52. 

The Booby has been mentioned by most writers on 
Prince’s Island. Dohrn wrote that it was common on the 
west coast of the island, and Keulemans makes the same 
remark, adding that the Booby nests from December to 
January, on rocks. 

SER. X.—VOL. il. 27 
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29. Pheenicopterus minor. 

Pheniconaias minor (Geoffr.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i, 1908, p. 15; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
p. 52. 

Count Salvadori has the following note on this species 
supplied by Signor Fea :— 

“I am told that it is not rare, and that bands of it are 
scen occupying the ‘ribeiras? in detachments for the 
purpose of catching small fish and other aquatic organisms.” 

Fea obtained a single immature male of this species on 
Prince’s Island. It does not appear to have been recorded 
previously.» Alexander did not meet with it. It is probably 
a migrant to the island. 


30. Lampribis olivacea. 

Ibis olivacea Du Bus, Bull. Acad.. Roy. Sci: Belg. 1837, 
p. 105, pl. iv. ; id. Esquisses Ornithologiques, 1845, p. 5, 
pl. iii. ; Salvadori, Ibis, 1903, p. 178. 

Lampribis olivacea Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 1. 
1903, p. 13. 

Geronticus olivaceus Bocage, Jorn. Acad. Sci. Lisboa, 
L005, m 51. 

In the Bulletin of the Belgian Academy for 1837 Du Bus 
described and figured an Ibis which he named Jdis olivacea, 
said to inhabit “la côte de Guinée.” A second figure of 
this bird appeared on plate iii. in Du Bus’s ‘ Esquisses 
Ornithologiques.? These two figures obviously represent 
the same species, although it will be noticed that in the 
original plate in the Bulletin the bare skin round the eye 
is correctly coloured black, while in the figure in the 
< Esquisses ’ the same patch of bare skin is coloured red. 

In 1877, Elliot, reviewing the subfamily Jdidine (P.Z.S. 
1877, p. 477, pl. li.) figured * and described a bird from 


* The only fault which I have to find with this figure is that the 
feathers of the crown are not clearly shown. The bird has a long crest, 
the upper feathers of which are uniform in colour, of a deep glossy 
green, while the under-feathers have wide buff-coloured shaft-streaks, 
This is not shown in the plate. 
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Denkera in Capt. Shelley’s collection, and now in the British 
Museum, which he referred to Ibis olivacea Du Bus, and 
for which he proposed the new generic name Lampribis. 
Unfortunately, Mr. Elliot did not notice the striking 
differences between his bird and Ibis olivacea of Du Bus, 
which had already been twice figured. 

Messrs. Rothschild, Hartert, and Kleinschmidt, in the 
Nov. Zool. iv. p. 877, called attention to the difference 
between the figure of so-called Lampribis olivacea in Elliot’s 
paper and the two birds figured by Du Bus. They pointed 
out that the bird figured in the P. Z. S. from Denkera (col- 
lected by Ussher) could not possibly be referred to Du Bus’s 
description and plate of bis olivacea, and therefore proposed 
for it the name Lampribis rara. In this they were perfectly 
justified, and they expressed the opinion that “ It is probable 
that Du Bus’s bird is nothing more than an old Hagedashia 
hagedash, or a closely allied species not yet known to us 
except by the type.” : 

A close examination of the specimens in the British 
Museum tends to prove that Tis olivacea Du Bus is a 
perfectly good species. It certainly is not H. hagedash, 
which fact has already been pointed out by Count Salvadori, 
for this species never attains the long flowing crest so clearly 
depicted in both the plates of Ibis olivacea which Du Bus 
published. The latter part, therefore, of Messrs. Rothschild, 
Hartert, and Kleinschmidt’s supposition appears to be more 
correct, for there is in the National Collection a single 
specimen of a bird which very closely resembies Ibis olivacea 
as figured by Du Bus. This was obtained by Mr. G. L. 
Bates at Efulen, Kamerun, on the 19th of May, 1903, and 
if I am correct in my supposition, is the only example of 
Lampribis olivacea in the British Museum, 

This example, which does not appcar to be adult, has the 
upper parts, including the wings, similar to L. rara, but the 
tail and rump are glossed with purplish-blue instead of with 
green, The feathers of the neck are brown, including the 
long crest-feathers, which are slightly glossed with green, 
aud the entire underparts are dull olive-green very slightly 
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glossed. I consider the figure given by Du Bus is a very 
fair representation of the bird. It is, however, a small 
specimen, the wing measuring 290 mm. and the bill only 
89mm. The sex of this specimen was not ascertained. 

In ‘The Ibis, 1903, pp. 178-188, Count Salvadori has 
written a clear account of what he considers to be the correct 
status of Ibis olivacea of Du Bus. He is of opinion that 
Ibis olivacea Du Bus and Lampribis rara of Rothschild, 
Hartert, and Kleinschmidt, are synonymous, and in fact that 
the latter species is founded on the young of the former. 
I have formed an exactly opposite opinion, and I should 
like to state my reason for disagreeing with this conclusion. 
Count Salvadori attaches much importance to the fact that 
Cassin (Pr. Ac. Philad. 1857, p. 39, 1859, p. 174) identified 
specimens sent to him from the Rivers Muni and Camma 
as the young of Ibis olivacea, and he adds in his description, 
“ A young bird, but evidently of this species .... (T. olivacea). 
General colours as figured by Baron Du Bus, but with the 
feathers of the neck and breast having large central spots 
of dark fulvous, with which also a few of the feathers of the 
crest are striped longitudinally”; and again, in 1859, Cassin 
wrote, “ Several specimens from the Camma and formerly 
from the Moonda. The adult of this species is described 
and figured very accurately by the Baron Du Bus. 
Young ¢. General colours as in the adult, but paler. 
Under parts of the body with large oval spots of dull 
yellowish.” 

Count Salvadori remarks that ‘as Cassin was able from 
his specimens to judge of the great accuracy of Du Bus’s 
description and figure, we may assume that his identification 
was correct.” 

It appears to me that the “spotted” specimens sent to 
Cassin were undoubtedly examples of Lampribis rara— 
whether adult or immature is quite immaterial, as both 
the young and adult of L. rara have spotted breasts,—and 
that Cassin wrongly identified his birds as J. olivacea. The 
possibility of J. olivacea assuming a spotted plumage in the 
winter occurred to me, but this is evidently not the case, as in 
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the British Museum there are two adult birds in the spotted 
plumage from Denkera, five from Kamerun, aud one from 
the upper Congo, collected in July, August, Sept., Nov., 
Dec., Jan., and March. 

Count Salvadori is therefore evidently mistaken in thinking 
that Ibis olivacea and Lampribis rara ave synonymous. 

Dr. Sharpe (Cat. of Birds, xxvi. p.38) has fallen into the 
error of giving a description of Lampribis rara under the 
heading of Lampribis olivacea! when in reality he was dealing 
with a perfectly distinct species. Later, on p. 266 of the 
same volume of the Catalogue, Sharpe attempts to correct 
his original statement, and concurs with the opinion expressed 
by Messrs. Rothschild, Hartert, and Kleinschmidt that [dis 
olivacea Du Bus is in reality synonymous with Hagedashia 
hagedash. For this reason, in the ‘ Handlist of Birds,’ 
vol. i. p. 187, Sharpe accepts the name Lampribis rara for 
the Prince’s Island bird. 

Dr. Reichenow (Vögel Afrikas, i. p. 328) adds to the 
confusion already caused by including the St. Thomas’ and. 
Prince’s Island bird under Theristicus rarus, and (p. 826) 
by making Ibis olivacea Du Bus a synonym of Theristicus 
hagedash. 

Thanks to Dr. R. Gestro, I have been able to examine the 
specimen in the Museum at Genoa, obtained by Leonardo 
Fea in Prince’s Island in 1901. This bird almost exactly 
resembles the plate of J. olivacea given by Du Bus in the 
‘ Esquisses.” The bill is much shorter and heavier than in 
Lampribis rara. 

The two species must stand as follows :— 


Lampribis olivacea (Du Bus). 
(Type locality —“ La côte de Guinée,”’) 
Range. Princes Island, St. Thomas’ Island, the coast of 
Guinea, Kamerun. 


Lampribis rara Roths., Hartert, and Kleinschmidt. 
(Type locality—Denkera, Ashanti.) 
Range. Ashanti, Kamerun, Upper Congo. 
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The following notes on the rare Ibis of Prince’s Island 
have been supplied. Dohrn procured specimens on the 
island, and said that it frequented the almost inaccessible 
rocky and wooded localities of the southern district. 

Keulemans remarks that this handsome bird occurs only 
on the southern and western part of the island, seldom 
coming near towns. It frequents trees, and rests in the 
afternoon, but may be seen at other times wheeling 
round in company with Parrots and Herons. It has a cry 
like that of a Crow, and is very shy, hiding when frightened. 
Keulemans knew nothing about its breeding-season on 
Prince’s Island, but was told that it nested in January. 

Signor Fea obtained a single example at the Roça Infante 
D. Henrique, on the 26th of January, 1901. 

Boyd Alexander did not meet with this bird on Prince’s 
Island. He wrote, under date March 17: ‘ Left for West 
Bay, where there is another large roca .... Nor could we find 
the Wood Ibis (G. olivaceus). It is probably migratory.” 


31. *Ardea gularis. 

Ardea gularis Bosc; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
i. 1908, p. 18; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 51. 

a. dad. 18.111. 09. 

This Heron is said by Dohrn to be common on the rocks 
of the shore, and to breed in March and April. Keulemans 
also met with it, but appeared to think that it bred from 
January to March. This species has a wide range in tropical 
Africa. In the Gulf of Guinea it occurs in all the four 
islands, including Annobon. 


32. Butorides atricapilla. 

Butorides atricapilla (Afzel.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i. 1903, p. 18; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
pe OL. 

Mentioned by Dohrn, who says that it is less common 
than Ardea gularis. 

Keulemans found it more common in the interior than 
along the coast. It occurs up to 1500 ft. along the rivers. 
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It is very shy and calls during flight. In August 1865 
many were seen in the western part of the island. It breeds 
in November and December. 

This common species has a very extensive range in 


Africa, 


33. Glareola melanoptera. 

Glareola melanoptera Nordm.; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i. 1903, p. 13; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
D Dllo 

Dohrn records a single specimen from Prince’s Island. 
Keulemans says, “ Along the shore the Glareola occurs 
rarely. Obtained one in September.” 

Dohrn and Keulemans visited Prince’s Island together, 
so that the bird referred to by each author separately is 
probably the same specimen. 


34. Numenius arquata. 

Numenius arquata (Linn.); Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i. 1908, p. 14; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1908, 
pe ol. 

Dohrn states that the Curlew is not common. It lives in 
the swamps in the neighbourhood of the town. 


35. Numenius phzopus. 

Numenius pheopus (Liun.); Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i. 1903, p. 14; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
p. Ol. 

Said by Keulemans to be very common along the rocky 
coasts, and to be still more plentiful after the rainy season. 
The rainy season in Prince’s Island lasts from September to 
May, according to Alexander. 


36. Totanus glottis. 

Totanus glottis (Lath.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
i. 19038, p. 14; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 51. 

Dohrn remarks that the Greenshauk lives in the swamps 
near the town and is net common. 
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37. Tringa hypoleuca. 

Tringoides hypoleucus (Linn.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i. 1903, p. 14; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
D ol. 

Dohrn mentions the Common Sandpiper with the other 
Waders which he says are common in the swamps close to 
the town. Keulemans notes that the Common Sandpiper 
occurs in large numbers on the shores of Prince’s Island. 


38. Tringa subarquata. 

Ancylochilus subarquatus (Giildenst.) ; Salvadori, Orn. 
Golfo d. Guinea, 1. p. 14. 

Tringa subarquata Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 51. 

Dohrn found the Curlew-Sandpiper living in the marsh 
near the town. It is sometimes killed in June and July, 
besides apparently at other times of the year. 


39. Sterna anestheta. 

Sterna anestheta Scop.; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
i, 1903, p. 15; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 52. 

Dohrn remarks that this species is rare, and that he only 
observed it in West Bay and never saw it im any other part 
of the island. Keulemans says that it is found rarely along 
the coast. 


40. Anous stolidus. 

Anous stolidus (Linn.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
i. 1908, p. 15; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 52. 

Not mentioned by Dohrn. Keulemans says that. it 
occurs in large numbers on the south of Prince’s Island and 
is even more numerous on St. Thomas’. 


41, *Vinago calva. . 

Vinago calva (Temm.) ; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, 
i. 1903, p. 11. 

Treron calva Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, p. 50. 


a-c. 8 ļ ad. 27. 11. 09. 
d-g. 8 advetimm. 28.11.09. 
A. 8 ad. 29.11, 09) 


i-k. $ 3 ad. 2.1.00; 
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The Green Fruit-Pigeon is exceedingly common all over 
the island, and according to Dohrn, hatches its young in 
September. Curiously enough, this species is not found on 
the islands of St. Thomas or Annobon, in the former of 
which the Fruit-Pigeons are represented by the much larger 
bird Vinago sanctithome. 

V. calva is, therefore, restricted in the Gulf of Guinea to 
Prince’s Island and Fernando Po, but on the mainland has 
an extensive distribution on the West Coast. 


42. *Turturena malherbei. 

Turturæna malherbei (Verr.); Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i. 1903, p. 11; Bocage, Jorn. Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
p. 50. 

Co & Me Heh 1. O09. 

O So 2. iil. 09. 

c-e. g 2? ad. etimm. 38. iii. 09. 

Je 6 dd. 11. 111. 09, 

gg ad. 17, 11.09, 

When Salvadori wrote the twenty-first volume of the 
‘Catalogue of Birds, the adult male of this Pigeon was 
unknown to him. He has, however, since described it in 
his paper cited above. A good series of this apparently 
rare Pigeon was procured by Boyd Alexander. The type 
locality of this species is given as Gaboon, but apart from 
the typical specimen, on the data of which no reliance 
can be placed, it has never again been recorded from 
the mainland. 7. malherbei is a native of the islands in 
the Gulf of Guinea, in all of which it is found with the 
exception of Fernando Po, where, curiously enough, it has 
never been recorded. Dohrn, in his paper on the Birds of 
Prince’s Island, says that this Pigeon is very rare. He only 
saw a few specimens during his stay of six months in the 
island, and the skins were, with one exception, spoiled by 
humidity and insects. Until the present series was sent 
home by Boyd Alexander, the species was poorly repre- 
sented in the British Museum; the present set of skins 
is therefore of exceptional value. 
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The immature birds of this species have the feathers of 
the body minutely freckled with ochraceous brown, while 
in older specimens the grey feathers of the adult plumage 
are making their appearance. 

There is considerable diversity in the colouring of the 
under tail-coverts, which ranges from a uniform chestnut to 
buff. In certain specimens these feathers are minutely 
freckled, while in others there is no appearance of freckling. 


43. *Haplopelia principalis. 

Peristera principalis Hartl.; Salvadori, Orn. Golfo d. 
Guinea, i. 1903, p. 12. 

Haplopelia principalis Bocage, Jorn, Sci. Lisboa, 1903, 
Dp. Ol; 

a,b. gad. 27. 11. 09, 

Cs au: 28. ii. 09. 

d. 9 ad. 10. i11. 69. 

@ 2 ads Vt. 09: 

This Dove is restricted to Prince’s Island, and Boyd 
Alexander succeeded in procuring five examples during 
his visit. Count Salvadori, in his paper, writes that when 
he prepared the ‘ Catalogue of Birds’ he had not seen any 
example from Prince’s Island. Dr. Reichenow believed 
that H. principalis was identical with H. simplex from 
St. Thomas’, but, as Count Salvadori points out, this idea 
is erroneous. I have had the advantage of comparing six 
specimens of H. principalis in the British Museum, including 
the series enumerated above, with a series of fourteen skins 
of H. simplex, of which twelve were collected by Alexander 
in St. Thomas’ in January and February. A series of each 
species was therefore collected about the same time of year, 
and affords an excellent opportunity for comparison. 
Dr. Reichenow is undoubtedly wrong in the conclusions 
which he has formed, and I concur with Count Salvadori 
that the two forms are perfectly distinct. 

H. principalis has the upper parts much browner, while the 
sides of the neck are more vinaceous than in H. simplez, 
which has the upper parts much bluer, particularly on the 
mantle. The difference is even more striking on the under 


The Gannetry at “ The Stack,” Orkney Islands. 631 


surface, H. principalis having the entire breast, belly, and 
flanks pinkish vinaceous, while in H. simplex the underparts 
are bluish grey with a faint purplish wash. Both species 
have the middle of the belly white. 

The only note which Alexander has made on this bird is 
that it was numerous amongst the cocoa plantations. 


Count Salvadori (Orn. Golfo d. Guinea, i. 1903, p. 16) 
gives a list at the end of his paper of doubtful or 
erroneously identified species from Prince’s Island. 

These include a species of Lanius, Sylvia, and Motacilla ; 
also Cinnyris splendidus (Shaw), Chalcomitra senegalensis 
(Linn.), Lamprotornis enea (Gm.), and Melanobucco vieilloti 
(Leach); he does not consider that any of these should be 
included as having occurred on the island. 

Dohrn also did not believe that any of the last four specics 
mentioned had ever been met with on the island. They were 
originally included as having occurred on Prince’s Island 
on the authority of Erman, whom Dohrn proves to be quite 
unreliable. 

Dohrn also remarks that he is certain Neophron pileatus 
Burch. does not occur on Prince’s Island. lt was included 
on the authority of Lopez de Lima, who never personally 
visited the island. 

Neophron pileatus is a South African species, but it is very 
likely that Neophron monachus occasionally wanders to the 
islands in the Gulf of Guinea. An inexperienced observer 
might very easily mistake one for the other. 


XXXIX.—The Gannetry at “ The Stack,” Orkney Islands. 
By J. H. Gurney, F.Z.S. 


(Plate XX VI.) 


SrruaTeD nearly forty miles to the west of the Orkneys are 
two small islands, known collectively to seafaring men as 
Stack and Skerry, of which the former, where the Gannets 
are, is about 1380 feet in height and covers six acres. 
Here these birds are supposed to have bred from time 


